ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
The geminate species Axius serratus Stimpson, 1852, in the north-western Atlantic, and Axius stirhynchus Leach, 1815, in the north-eastern Atlantic, are both long-established, fairly frequently recorded species. That a third species of Axius occurs in the western North Atlantic is often overlooked. In fact, Axius armatus Smith, 1881, has only been mentioned three times in the literature since its description, and has never been illustrated. The last mention (Sakai & De Saint Laurent, 1989) questioned its position in the genus Axius. Six specimens (all females) of this species have been deposited in the collections of the National Museum of Natural History, including one of Smith's syntypes. It was thought useful to ll this gap in the knowledge of the east coast U.S. shelf fauna, and to describe and illustrate the two western North Atlantic species, and document their distribution. The holdings of A. serratus in the Smithsonian Institution, as well as those of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard (most of which were collected by various NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service programs) were examined, on the off-chance that specimens of the apparently rare A. armatus had been misidenti ed. Unfortunately, no further specimens were found.
Abbreviations: cl, carapace length (posterior orbital margin to posterior carapace margin); MCZ, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University; NOAA, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency; USNM, United States National Museum, Smithsonian Institution; VIMS, Virginia Institute of Marine Sciences. Description. -Female syntype. Carapace ( gs. 1A, B, 2A) with rostrum reaching to distal edge of antennular peduncle article 2, armed with 3 to 6 teeth (4 in 3 specimens), posteriormost in supraocular position, but not enlarged, rostral margin produced posteriorly as ne lateral carina; submedian carina a ne ridge anteriorly recurved, lacking teeth; median carina bearing 2 or 3 teeth (3 in one specimen), unarmed posterior to tubercle. Sternal plate between bases of pereopods
SYSTEMATICS

Axius armatus
